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Buzzard honored at commencement

Illinois State University conferred an honorary doctor's
degree on Dr. Robert Guy Buzzard of Laguna Hills, Calif., at
ISU's 113th annual commencement ceremony Saturday,
June 10, in Horton Field House.
Mr. Buzzard, former president
of Eastern Illinois University,
Charleston, is an alumnus of ISU
and was a member of the Illinois
State faculty from 1923-33, prior to
leaving his post as head of the ISU
Department of Geography to take
the post at Eastern, where he
served for 23 years until retiring
in 1956.
Illinois State President David
Berlo said he was highly pleased
that the university's first
honorary doctorate during his
tenure as president was awarded
to Mr. Buzzard. "Not only has
President Buzzard's career
reflected
in
its
many
achievements on Illinois State
University, but I had the personal
privilege of serving under him as
a faculty member at Eastern
Illinois in 1955-56."
The recommendation of Mr.
Buzzard for the degree was
made by a university committee

chaired by Dr. Arlan Helgeson,
interim dean of the university.
Mr. Buzzard, a national leader
in geography education and
founder of Gamma Theta Upsilon,
geography honorary, was accompanied to ISU by his wife, the
former Alice Irene Couchman,
who also attended ISU.
Born in Summer (Ill.) in 1890,
he was a 1913 graduate of
University High School, Normal,
and earned a diploma from
Illinois State in 1914. He participated in the 50th reunion of his
class in June, 1964.
Mr. Buzzard continued his
education by earning an SB
degree from the University of
Chicago in 1916 and an SM degree
from Chicago in 1917. A student of
the well-known geographer Ellen
Churchill Semple, he followed her
from Chicago to Clark University,
Worcester, Mass., where he
earned a Ph.D. degree in 1925. He
also received an AM degree from
the University of Illinois in 1938.
Mr. and Mrs. Buzzard have four
sons: John A., Stamford, Conn.;
Henry L., Peekskill, N.Y. ; Robert
D., Riverside, Calif., and Charles
E., Tempe, Ariz.

....
ISU President David Berlo, left, applauds as Gene A Budig, new vice president and dean
of the university, places the hood on Robert Guy Buzzard during the 113th Commencement program here June 10. Dr. Buzzard was awarded an honorary Doctor of Humane
Letters degree at the annual event.

Student alumni group lists projects
Improving relations between
current students and former
students is one goal of the newly
formed Students-Alumni
Association.
The group was organized in
March of this year. All ISU
students are members of the
association by virtue of their
status as students. But the
primary job of organizing the
focus and work of the group falls
to a directing council. The council
is composed of 15 outstanding
student leaders. Ronald Packnett,
junior in accounting from Chicago
is president. Kathleen Armstrong,
a junior elementary education
major from Rockford is
secretary.
The student group also wants to
stimulate interest among undergraduate students in the work
of the alumni association, and to
improve communication between
students, faculty, administrators
and alumni.
Members of the group visited
the Bowling Green State
University campus in April to talk
with members of the Undergraduate Alumni Association
there. They returned with a better
understanding of the concept and
filled with programming ideas.

To the end of improving communication between students and
alumni, the members are talking
about developing programs on
which students and alumni could
work jointly. The development of
a recreation area near Lake
Bloomington, nature trails near
Lake Evergreen, a new manmade lake north of Normal, work
with reforestation projects in
central Illinois, and work with
recycling efforts are projects
under discussion.
Alumni tours back to the
campus are another focus of the
student association. These might
include an alumni weekend trip to
Normal during which the alum
stays overnight in a residence
hall, attends a concert, visits
classes, raps with students and
staff, attends an athletic event, or
some combination of these. The
goal is to help alumni understand
the university and its current
student body.
The students also plan to attend
alumni meetings across the state
to answer questions about the
university which can best be
answered by students. For alumni
returning to the campus, they
hope to make a tour-guide service
.available.

To the end of stimulating interest among undergraduates in
the work of the alumni
association, the student group
plans to sponsor programs of
current interest to ISU students in
the name of the alumni
association. One recent example
included a rap session between
students and ISU President David
Berlo.
They would also recognize
achievement and provide helpful
information to students. One such
project would involve publishing a
booklet to give new students
"inside" information about the
university and the community.
Where to get financial help, where
to buy the best pizza, what
organizations or businesses to
avoid are some examples.
Faculty advisors to the group
are Robert Elsey, Dan Nagy and
Jerry Johnson. Johnson is enthusiastic about the group. "They
have great potential as a vehicle
for bringing students and former
students together," he said.
"They can make a significant
contribution to our alumni, and
provide avenues for our alumni to
make significant contributions to
the student body and the
university."
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Alumnotes
1917
Harold F. Meyer, who resides at 2034
Prairie Road in Aurora, writes that he is
looking forward to the 55th reunion of his
class. He attended the 25th, 40th, 45th, 50th,
and 52nd year reunions and he enjoys "the
opportunity to renew acquaintances with
some I haven't seen since we left school in
'17."
Mark Duncanson of Green Valley,
Illinois is living with his daughter Paloma
Dillon, '48 and her family in Concord,
California. Mr. Duncanson recalled
bringing high school students to alumni
meetings in Pekin, Illinois.

returning to Homecoming in 1972 and the
35th reunion of his class. He is a school
principal in Sunnyvale, California. Charlie
and his wife, Frances Pittman, '58 life in
Cupertino.
Continued on page A-5
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1924
Lawrence Barber of Portland, Oregon
has been retired for 3 years from the
editorial department of the Portland
Oregonian. For 35 years he was marine .
editor of the newspaper. Mr. Barber writes
a pleasure boating column for several
magazines on a free-lance basis. Since 1962
be has been a member of the Oregon State
Marine Board.
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1931
Everett E. Holt, lives in Denver,
Colorado with his wife Zola. His daughter,
Doris Holt Perlan, '57 and her husband
Bob also reside in the mile high city. Bob
works in real estate and land development.
Mr. Holt is the former president of the ISUChicago Alumni -Club.
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Chuck and Peggy Cunliffe

1933
Melvin J. Nicol of Maroa has been
honored as the regional winner of the
Geigy Professional Recognition Award
winner for the second consecutive year.
Mr. Nicol is in his 42nd year of teaching
and is the high school agricultural occupations instructor for Maroa-Forsyth.
He first won the Illinois competition. The
region encompasses a six state area. Mr.
Nicol was named Macon County "teacher
of the.year" in_J971. He and hi.s w_ife Zona.
Smith Nicol, '32 reside in Maroa.

1935 . _
R. W. Schwarz, of Eureka Springs,
Arkansas is featured in the cast of the
original Ozark Folk Festival held in
Eureka Springs each October. Mr. Schwarz is billed as an "Inspirational Octogenarian Soloist."

The son of an ISU staff member and a
1971 graduate who are involved in helping
others could use t~e help of Illinois State
alumni.
·
Chuck and Peggy Cunliffe are volunteers in service to America. Chuck who
attended Lincoln Christian College,· is the
son of Charles Cunliffe, Sr., who supervises the inventory at Illinois State. His
wife, Peggy, is the former Peggy Bell of
Peoria. The Cunliffe's completed their
VISTA training on March 22 and are
working with migrant workers· in the
Greeley, Colorado area.
Peggy, a home economics graduate, is
working in the area of supplemental foods,
conducting cooking classes for migrant
mothers and attempting to make government surplus foods tastier and more appealing.
Chuck is working with programs
designed to improve migrant housing. He
is currently helping to build homes for
poverty level families at a cost of under
$10,000 including the lot. He also attempts
to pursuade farmers to improve the
housing which they provide migrant
workers.
Both could use the help of Illinois State
alumni.
Food, clothing and information are
needed.
Clothing is a critical need. Peggy writes
that while the children are taken care of,
"Mothers neglect themselves as there is
no agency providing clothing for adults.
Maybe some of the alumni could clean out
their closets," she adds.

Les D. Murray '36

1936
Clarence J. Kuster is retiring from his
position as principal of Normal Community High School. He joined the NCHS
faculty in 1942.
Les D. Murray recently retired from the
Board of Directors of the Alumni
Association. Formerly the Assistant
Superintendent of Schools in Hinsdale, he
and Mrs. Murray are making their home
now at 3055 Golden Avenue, Apt. 1, San
Bernardino, California. Les writes that the
"golfing is great" in sunny California.

1937
Eunice Bryan, B.S. '37, M.S. '53 is
retiring from the staff of Normal Community High School this spring. Mrs.
Bryan has taught mathetmatics at NCHS
since 1962.
Charlie S. Newton is looking forward to

Canned foods would also be helpful as
this year there will be more migrants and
fewer jobs because of mechanization.
But the couple would even settle for good
advice. "I hate to keep rambling on with
my needs," Peggy says, "but there are so
many! If there are any home ec alumni
who have information, recipes, and so
forth which use supplemental food, we
could sure use them."
We could also use any recent information with regard to low income
housing construction. Chuck would appreciate it. Colorado has done nothing
recently in this area," she writes.
Alumni having food, clothing or helpful
information should send it directly to the
Cunliffe's in Greeley. Letters or packages
should be sent to:
Mr. and Mrs. Charles Cunliffe
Colorado Migrant Council
115 Main Street
LaSalle, Colorado 80645
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Would you like to have a copy of this cartoon of Illinois State All-American
Doug Coffins? Your Alumni Association has a limited number available.
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State University, Normal, Ill. 61761 to receive your free copy suitable for
framing.
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Miss Georgia Allen, '03, Cofumbus, Ohio;
Mrs. Maude Daniels Truesdale '04 on
February 10 at Portland, Oregon Nursing
Home at the age of 90. She taught school 45
years in the John Day and Canyon City
Area. After retiring from teaching she
worked as a secretary in the Grant County
Health Office and was named Grant
County "Woman of the Year" in 1964; Miss
Agnes Bullock, '06 on January 15 in
Fresno, California formerly of El Paso.
She taught in several schools in the El
Paso area and was Woodford County
Superintendent of Schools for one term iri
the 1920's.; Miss Ruth Meek '08 on May 12
at Decatur Memorial Hospital. Her
Father, David Felmley was President of
I.S.U. from 1900 to 1930.; Mrs. Ruth McMurray '09 in Oelwein, Iowa; Miss Luru
Wright, '12 in Johnson City, Tennessee;
Mrs. Alta Orendorff Downs, '16 on May 20
at 108 S. Clayton, Bloomington. She had
taught school 33 years before her
retirement and was a past Assistant
Superintendent of McLean County
Schools; Rutherford Keith Purl, '17 on
July 6, 1971 in Alton, Illinois; Mrs. Nelle
Kenney Ravor '20 on September 14, 1971 in
Champaign, Illinois ; Mrs. Louise Hinton
Morgan, '22 on January 25 in Point Clear,
Alabama; Mrs. Laura May Van Winkle,
'23 on January 3, in Alton, Illinois; Mrs.
Mabel Ellingsworth, '24, on January 8 in
Geneseo, Illinois ; Thomas L. Traughber,

'24, in Oswego,

Illinois;

Miss

Effie

Mikesell, '24 on April 10 in Macon County
Nursing Home, Maroa , Illinois. She was a
teacher in the Maroa school forty years;
Frank Jacob Crosby, '26 in Phoenix,
Arizona. Robert W. Rucker, '27 on
November 17, 1971 in Bridgewater, Mass. ;
Mrs. Margaret Hallstein Sparks, '30 on
March 17 at St. Francis Hospital, Peoria.

She taught 40 years in Spring Lake, San
Prairie Township and Pekin. ; Charles
Rudolph Webb '32, on May 5, 1971 in
Chicago, Illinois; Miss Marguerite C.
Bloom, '32, on January 21, in Fort Worth,
Texas. Glenn James Taylor, '35 on August
22, 1971 in Normal, Illinois; Mrs. William
Lee Gilman, '35 on December 22, 1971 at St.
Mary's Hospital, Streator. She taught
math and science at Fairbury and
Greenup. Lovier William Frandsen, '37, on
May 17, 1971 in Mesa, Ariz.; Miss Virginia
E. Schoby, '40, on April 16, in Decatur,
lliinois; Mrs. Dorothy Weber, August 29,
1971 in Glasford, Illinois; Mrs. Ruth Melby
Christensen, '42 in Kankakee, Illinois;
Mrs. Lois Simpson, '44, in Walnut Creek,
California. Mrs. Hazel Bohrer Diveley, '46,
on April 17, in Normal, Illinois. She was
active in Girl Scot.it work and had served
as an election judge in various elections.
Eldon B. Maxwell, '49, on March 22 in a
hospital in Baton Rouge, La. He was a
former Pekin resident and a Waynesville
area native. He was an auditor for the U.S.
Dept. of Health and Welfare. Janice
Katherine Mason, '49 on May 4, in
DeArmanville, Ala. James Cavanaugh
Kemp, '51 at Decatur Memorial Hospital,
Decatur, He was a sixth grade teacher at
Salem Grade School, Decatur. George
Randolph Mattox, '52, on August 14, 1971 in
Elliott, Illinois. Miss Beverly Jean Brown,
'53, on April 9, 1971 in Canton, Illinois.
Kenneth E. Robbins, 1956 age 37 on April 24
at Carle Foundation, Urbana. He was
working on his Doctorate at U. of I. He won
the outstanding Senior Student Award
while a t I.S.U. He coached basketball at
Gibson and at Joliet. Miss Sara Jo Wierson
Walling, '60 on March 31, 1972 in Seal
Beach, California. James Paul Stolfi, '67,
drowned July 25, 1971 in Chicago, Illinois.
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Class of '27 tells cam pus me mo ries
Illinois State University is supported as
much because the people of the State of
Illinois believe that the University's
graduates will benefit society as the
University will benefit its graduates.
IS(N)U's class of 1927 has fulfilled this
expectation.
As they near the ,45th anniversary of
their graduation from Illinois State
Normal University, 33 members of the
class of '27 share their recollections of the
University and their experiences since
graduation.
Though its members entered a variety of
occupational fields the class's primary
contribution to society has been in the field
of education. Among those responding to
the Register's request for information
were four professors, a former university
president, a vice chancellor of a Wisconsin
university, a professor of chemistry known
to his students as an exceptional teacher
and a noted geographer associated with a
firm whose maps may be found in schools
across the country.
Twenty respondants are teachers,
former teachers and school administrators. Many recall fondly their
forty plus years as teachers. Most have
seen schools change from the small one
room rural schoolhouse to large modern
facilities. They have exhibited a continued
commitment to learning. Many have
returned to school to complete their
degrees or pursue graduate study.
Some returned to their home communities armed with an ISNU diploma or
degree and the inspiration of teachers like
J. Rose Colby, Jennie A. Whitten,
Katherine E. Carver and others.
Many who did not teach achieved
responsible positions in business, state and
federal government, the ministry, and in
the health professions.
What do these graduates of ISNU
remember of their alma mater? Their
answers indicate that chief among their
memories is David Felmley. "Dr. Felmley
was president and we all loved him,"
writes graduate M. S. Harvey. President
from 1900 to 1930 and a faculty member for
ten years prior to that, Dr. Felmley was a
man of many interests.
" Teachers marveled at his vast
knowledge of so many things, and reveled
in his quick repartee. They accepted his

c§llum,ii
Births
Mr. and Mrs. Tom Andes '65 (Janet Shea

'64) a girl, Diane Elizabeth. Tom is the

cashier of the First National Bank of
Belleville, and a member of the Board of
Directors of the Illinois State University
Alumni Association: Mr. and Mrs. Bruce
Keegan (Margaret Corbridge '66) a boy,
January 20, 1972 named Sean Harold,
Littleton, Colorado. Mr. and Mrs. Richard
Frana, Jr. '67 (Shari Riggenbach att'd 6668) a son, October 28, 1971, New Lenox,
Illinois. Mr. and Mrs. Michael Shea '68
(Susan Kaufman '68) a son, Christopher
Michael, December 31, 1971, Normal,
Illinois. Mr. Shea is assistant Campus
Recreation Director at I.S.U. Mr. and Mrs.
Gary Sidell '69 (Gloria Martin '68) a son,
Jeffrey Todd, on March 8, 1972 in Dixon,
lliinois.
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judgment and his leadership, arbitrary
though it may have seemed at times,"
writes ISU historian Helen E. Marshall.
As Henry Mohar remembers it, Dr.
Felmley paid all the school's bills personally, taught two math classes and was
president all for $6,000.
He made an effort to know students and
made a point of remembering names,
curriculums and home towns. This apparently gave at least two stud~nts a
scare. Ethel Beazly Meredith remembers
the time she and her sister Georgina were
summoned from a history class by the
president himself. "Each one of us thought
that we had been reported for
something... but
instead
President
Felmley asked us to ride with him to
Mansfield, our hometown, where he was to
address the graduating class that night."
President Felmley would frequently
stop students on their long climb to the top
of Old Main to ask where they were going,
reports Dorothy Dean Borer.
Dr. Felmley believed teachers should be
expert spellell6 and Dorothy McHenry
remembers ·nis spelling tests. Persons
frequently waited to graduate until they
could spell, she notes. In earlier years the
ISNU president had been active in an
unsuccessfu l movement to simplify
spelling.
Dr. Felmley also thought trees were
important, according to Miss McHenry.
She recalls him escorting visiting
professors around the campus ·in the
summer for a "tree identification safari."
"If they were ignorant on trees," she
writes, "the good doctor had grave doubts
of their proficiency in any field."
The class of '27 remembers teachers as
well and the list of faculty then reads like a
list of ISU buildings today-Manch ester,
Barton Linkins, Schroeder, Horton, Colby,
Atkin, Hudelson, Westoff, Whitten, Milner
and others.
Appearing often in list of inspiring
teachers is Dr. J. Rose Colby, who taught
her students to read and love literature. "I
wish you could have known Dr. Colby,"
writes M. S. Harvey, "She was in her
eighties, just a slip of a person and with
snow white hair and a very deep voice."
Ethel Ijams is grateful for her admonition
"No teacher should darn a sock."
Dr. Harvey also remembers the time he
taught a class for Dr. Colby while she wasill. A number of the students decided to
slide down one of the circular enclosed fire
escapes on each side of the Old Main
building. One of the students got stuck and
it took three maintenance men to open the
fire escape and get her out.
Ralph Fromknecht remembers the time
the ISNU student body worked for the
election of a new mayor for Normal. "The
previous mayor had aroused student
dislike for having caused a few students to
be arrested for nightly escapades on the
streets," he explains.
Other students such as Charles Baseler
and Marjorie MacKay Hostetler
remember many pleasant hours at the old
Station Store which apparently functioned
as a student union-a meeting place and
necessary stop for commuting students.
Another meeting place was the Alamo,
according to Mrs. Hostetler.
Dorothy Johnston writes 1927 was part of
the age of literary societies. It was the
sixty-sixth time that the Philadelphians
and the Wrightonians met in a literary
contest, this one a close four • three win for
the Philadelphia society.
Some faculty of the era lamented that it
was a campus of joiners, according to one
school historian. In addition to the literary
societies there were clubs for almost any
purpose.
In 1927, cows grazed on the south end of
the campus including the football field,
Henri Mohar recalls and Violet Shimmin
remembers the time an instructor pulled
her ear for wearing lip stick to class. "She
told me I had plenty of red blood and didn't
need lip stick."
These and a multitude of other
memories, inc!uding general exercises,
music professor Frank W. Westoff
mimicking a night club orchestra leader
after a weekend in Chicago, listening to
President Felmley explain the meaning of
the word 'charivari' (a mock serenade of
discordant music) after receiving one
following his second marriage, and dancing in the "Old Castle", are part of the
picture Ethel Ijams carries with her. Of
her experience at ISNU she writes "ISNU

was very dear to me. It opened doors to a
shy country girl and left her never the
same!"
Through the years members of the class
of '27 have brought distinction to themselves and ISU. Their efforts have
received a great deal of public recognition
accompanie d by much personal
satisfaction.
Dorothy Dean Borer, Buckingham, is
semi-retired and· still keeps in touch with
classmate Alma Oemke Barnes,
Bloomington. Mrs. Borer taught Latin and
social sciences for 15 years before retiring
in 1946. She also pursued graduate study at
the University of Chicago, the University
of Wisconsin and ISU. The Borers have for
the past 33 years been active in a variety of
church and community organizations.
Linden H. Botkin, Independence, Iowa,
earned a bachelor of science degree from
ISU in 1936 and has done graduate study at
Colorado A & M. In addition to teaching
vocational agriculture, Mr. Botkin farmed
in McLean county for 22 years, served as
county supervisor for the Farm Security
Administration and was farm manager for
Hawthorne Melody Farms, Libertyville.
Now farming in Iowa, he has earned
recognition for application of modern corn
growing technology and is a breeder of
regis~red horses.
Active in church organizations, Mr.
Botkin married ISU alumna Evelyn
Halvey, '53.
Forrest L. Cockrell, Branson, Mo.,
continued at ISNU to earn a bachelors
degree in 1929. Earning a masters degree
from Colorado State University, Mr.
Cockrell spent 16 ye·a rs teaching and 25
years in YMCA work. His teaching career
included a period as principal in a Peoria
school before becoming executive
assistant of the Peoria YMCA and later
serving the organization in California and
other Illinois locations.
Bertha

Rhoadarmer

England,

Galesburg, Ill., taught commercial subjects in high schools and business college
from 1927 to 1934 and from 1948 until
retirement. Since then her time is spent in
travelling community and church work,
including six years of volunteer work with
the American Red Cross.
Lura M. Gard, Belleville, received
bachedor of science and master of arts
degrees in history at Washington
University, St. Louis, and taught in East
St. Louis until retirement. Since then she
has been engaged in volunteer work at
Christian Welfare Hospital, East St. Louis,
and is active in several civic and social
groups.
Maurice O. Graff, vice chancellor at the
University of Wisconsin- La Crosse,
received his bachelors degree from ISU in
1929 and taught high school for eleven
years in Illinois. Having earned M. A. and
Ph.D. degrees from the University of Iowa
in political science and public administration, he has served as social
sciences teacher, student personnel
director, dean of the college and vice
president for academic affairs at La
Crosse. He assumed his current position
this year.
On leave of absence from La Crosse
from 1942 to 1946, he held positions with the
National War Labor Board and continues

as a part-time professional labor arbitrator.
M. S. Harvey, pastor of the First United
Methodist Church, Akron, Ohio, began his
career by teaching and has served
churches in Bloomington and other Illinois
Communities as well as in Missouri and
Ohio. He has degrees from Notre Dame
and Garrett Theological Seminary. An
experienced world traveler, he has led
tours to all countries except Albania,
Outer Mongolia, and Red China. On his
world travels he has added to his collection
of 10,000 elephant statues and has been
given pieces by four U.S. presidents and
several other heads of state.
Charles D. Baseler, Woodstock, spent 28
years with the S. S. Kresge Co. and owned
Woodstock's Ben Franklin Store from 1955
to 1969. Retired for the past year, Mr.
Haseler and his wife the former Leita
Smith, ISU '26, spend much of their time
travelling and fishing. He regards his year
as president of the Rotary Club as one of
the highlights of his career.
Lois Heagler, Kettering, Ohio, is
currently part-time executive interviewer
in the Dayton area for the Louis Harris Co.
of New York. Miss Heagler became _a
registered nurse in 1937 and received a
bachelor of science degree in public health
nursing supervision from Columbia
University in 1942. Named to " Who's Who
in the Midwest," she now enjoys travelling
and following ISU's basketball team.
Hazel Graham Herbon, Bloomington,
spent over 40 years teaching in
Bloomington schools, chiefly junior high,
and completed bachelors and masters
degrees in geography in 1940 and 1949.
Mrs. Herbon notes that she has enjoyed
watching the growth of many Bloomington
youngsters. She and her husband now
enjoy traveling since her retirement in
1968.
Zelma Lamb Herndon, Sevierville,

Tenn., taught in Champaign while earning
a bachelors degree from the University of
illlnois. She attended the U of I medical
school and trained in psychiatry. Mrs.
Herndon has worked for the Chicago
Board of Health, engaged in private
practice, served the Veteran' s Administration, been a captain in the U. S.
Army Medical Corps and served as
professor of psychiatry at the University
of Tennessee Research and Memorial
Hospital and Eastern State Hospital. On
the executive board of the latter institution, she was also Knox County
Psychiatrist and is now semi retired.
Marjorie

MacKay

Hostetler,

Bloomington, taught in local schools for 14
years after earning a bachelor of science
degree from Illinois Wesleyan University.
When the elder of her two sons began
college she returned to teaching and she
continues now as a substitute. She and her
husband James, ISU '32, follow events at
ISU with interest and concern.
Dorothy Graff Johnston, taught for 12
years in Victoria and Mason City High
Schools and at the University of Wisconsin-Plattevil le. She received a master of
arts degree at the State University of Iowa
in 1934, majoring in history. Active in
church and civic groups and serving on
county and state education committees,
Continued on page A-4

Alumni car
Paul Hillenburg, manager of Sauder-Rippel Buick-Pontiac, Minonk, poses
with the car provided by his agency to the ISU Alumni Association.
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Class of '27
Continued from page A-3
Mrs. Johnston considers the offices she
held as rewards in that they have provided
opportunities to serve.
M.
Bernadine
Keirn,
Renton,
Washington, spent 42 years in Illinois
Schools, beginning with one room schools.
Between 1948 and 1969 she taught seventh
and eighth grade history and geography in
Wilmington. She also served for 12 years
as elementary librarian there and held the
same post in Michigan schools for . two
years. She and her sister Dorrit
Keirn, ISU '36, live together in Renton.
Shelby J. Light, pastor of Bethel United
Church of Christ, Pasadena, Calif.,
combined teaching and the pastorate for
over 16 years in Ohio, Nebraska and
California. He holds the master of arts
degree in British and American History
from the University of Illinois but has been
called upon to teach 25 different subjects in
his work in California with students in a
school for orthopedically handicapped,
emotionally disturbed and cyesis victims.
He also has the DB degree in church
history from the University of Chicago and
has studied at the University of Southern
California and Claremont Theological
Seminary, California State College and the
University of California.
He is a past president of the South
Dakota Council of Churches and the North
Hollywood Ministerial Association.
Bernice Starling Lutz, whose memory of
ISU goes all the way back to the ISNU
kindergarten in Old Main's basement,
resides in Tremont. She taught two years
following graduation and returned to head
a rural classroom in 1941. She later taught
secor1d grade in a consolidated school.
Mrs. Lutz retired in 1961 but was asked to
return three years later to help pupils with
reading problems. Still teaching, she
earned her bachelors degree in 1952.
Dorothy M. McHenry, Westland, Mich.,
retired from teaching elementary art in
1969, having introduced numerous new
activities into the art curriculum. Also a
freelance artist, she notes that even
though teachers are not on the Nobel Prize
list, sound teaching earns the children's
respect and affection, which carries
through into adulthood. Current interests
are politics, sports and the local Business
and professional Women's Club.
She has traveled extensively and is
currently planning a trip to Hudson Bay,
Australia and South Africa.
Fowler E. McKinley, Kankakee,
married another ISU graduate, Edith
Stitzel, '25, in 1927 and taught woodworking at Kankakee High School. Since
retiring in 1963 the McKinley's have spent
part of each year in Florida.
Ethel Beazly Meredith, Milan, Mo.,
married Ernest Meredith two weeks after
graduation and moved immediately to a
farm in the rural Mansfield area. In 1950
they moved to Farmer City where the
couple conducted a real estate business.
Their interests include politics and church
activities and Mrs. Meredith has served in
several church offices and as a Sunday
school instructor.
Her sister Georgia went on to receive the
bachelors degree in 1929 and taught
history for several years in Stanford.
Shortly before retirement, she received a
masters degree from the University of
Illinois. She died in 1963.
Edith Shakespeare Merkle taught
business subjects for ten years in
Greenview before marriage and moving to·
North Manchester, Ind., where the
Merkles have lived since. Mrs. Merkle
assisted her husband with his poultry
hatchery and has made further use of her
business skills during the last ten years,
when they constructed and managed a golf
course.
Frances Eleanor Minton, Bloomington,
retired in 1969 following 39 years of
teaching at the same local school and 45
years of service to education. She earned a
bachelors degree from ISU and a masters
degree from the University of Illinois and
has done additional work at ISU. She is a
life member of the National Education
Association
and
local
church
organizations. Travel is another of Miss
Minton's interests.
Henri Mohar, Minonk, is semi retired as
manager of the Kent Lumber and Coal
Company. He still maintains ties with
Donald Karnes, who coached at ISNU
when he played basketball, football and
baseball.
Clarence B. Odel, Chicago, is vice

president and the geographer for DenoyerGeppert Co., publisher of maps, globes,
charts and models. Included in "Who's
Who," Dr. Ode! has a bachelors degree
from ISU, an MA from the University of
Illinois and the PhD degree from the
University of Chicago. He has held
numerous positions in colleges and
universities and worked for the United
States Department of State during World
War II.
Dr. Odel has lectured at the University
of Chicago and Northwestern University
and has been chief of the Encyclopedia
Britannica cartography department. He is
also currently a part-time faculty member
of Northeastern University and devotes
time to Chicago area volunteer work.
Howard A. Oetting, first recipient of the
Woodriver teacher of the year award in
1972, is completing 38 years of service
through teaching, Boy Scout work and city
recreational activities. During his
teaching career he has also coached
championship teams in basketball and
baseball and has received a certificate of
honor in a "Quiz Kids" contest in which his
pupils nominated him as their best
teacher.
Mr. Oetting has a bachelors degree from
ISU and a masters degree from
Washington University. An Air Corps
captain during World War II, he is married
to ISU alumna Eva Van Winkle '45.
Ruth Keys Pegram, Lincoln taught three
years in a rural school before marriage
and returned to the profession ten years
later. Teaching for two more years, two of
her popils were her own sons. A third son is
now a student at ISU. The Pegrams are
enjoying their new home which they
designed themselves.
John L. Robinson, Manchester, retired
last year after 43 years in public school
administration in Bloomington-Normal
and Monticello school systems. He is
presently engaged in the management of
his Manchester area farms.
Kuno R. Schroeder, Bloomington and
Pompano Beach, Fla., taught high school
following·graduation and returned for his
bachelors degree in 1930. Teaching and
attending Northwestern University at
night, he studied accounting before joining
the Federal Bureau. of Investigation in
1934. He spent over 22 years with the
bureau in a supervisory capacity. Since
1958 he has served as a bank officer,
assistant chief accountant for the Illinois
Commerce Commission and Investigator
for the Illinois Revenue Department. He
retired in 1971.
Edna E.· Schumacher, La Rose, taught
for one year in a rural school before
moving to La Rose where she has worked
for 30 years as teacher and principal.
During that time she completed her
education at ISU.
She retired in 1971 after 11 years of
service to the Metamora elementary
school system, capping 43 years in the
profession.
Violet 0. Shimmin, Reddick, retired last
year following 48 years of teaching, 41 of
them in her home town. Teaching was a
Shimmin family tradition and her three
sisters, also ISU graduates, were teachers
too. They estimate that their combined
careers total 132 years of teaching.
Miss Shimmin was active in the
Kankakee Business and Professional
Women's Club for many years and is a
membe r of several professional
organizations. Music is her number one
hobby and for several years she and her
sisters· formed a vocal group which entertained in central and northern Illinois
and made several coast to coast radio
appearances.
Walker D. Wyman, River Falls, Wis., is
distinguished professor of the history at
the University of Wisconsin- River Falls
and a former president of the University of
Wisconsin- Whitewater. Dr. Wyman is the
author of 11 books on frontier history and is
actively engaged in research and writing.
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First winners of the Alumni Distinguished Scholarship Awards, Miss Susan O'Brian of
Arlington Heights and Glen Hortin, Zion, learn more about ISU from Jerald Johnson,
Director of Alumni Services. The awards, based on grades, tests, activities and leadership will provide the two high school seniors with $2,300 per year for four years at the
university.

Two alumni scholarships
pay four year expenses
Alumni contributions and other
gift funds will provide scholarships for two outstanding high
school seniors. The Alumni
Distinguished Scholarship
Awards will cover full expenses $2,300 per year - for four years at
ISU.
First winners of the Awards are
Susan O'Brian, daughter of Mr.
and Mrs. William O'Brian,
Arlington Heights, and Glen
Hortin, son of Mr. and Mrs. Ross
Hortin, Zion.
The winners were announced by
President David K. Berlo
following competition on the
campus earlier this year. The
competition was open by invitation only to 105 outstanding
high school seniors admitted to
ISU for next fall's freshman class.
Miss O'Brian, a National Merit
competition semi-finalist, is in the
top two percent of her high school
class and is regarded as an
"exceptional student, talented
scholastically and musically.''
Her numerous honors include
an outstanding performance
certificate for the National
Educational Development Test
and high ratings in music and
Latin contests at district and state
levels. Also named an Illinois
State Scholar, Miss O'Brian has
been in concert band, wind ensemble, orchestra, marching and
pep bands at Wheeling High
School.
An active athlete as well, she
plays first singles on the girls'

varsity interscholastic tennis
team and is also on the girls'
varsity badminton team.
Glen is first in his high school
class of 421 students and has been
active in a variety of pursuits at
Zion Benton High School, ranging
from the National Honor Society,
of which he has served as vice
president, to athletics, including
football and track. He has been
president of the Chess Club . and
chairman of the student welfare
committee in Student Council and
received the Exchange Club's
"boy of the month" award.
His other activities include
German Club, " Mosaics,"
literary magazine and dramatics.
He attended Boys State as a
junior.
The two winners exemplify the
105 outstanding competitors
who evidenced a combination of
academic excellence and equally
impressive performances outside
of the classroom.
Most of the competitors earned
straight or near straight-A
averages in high school and
placed in the top one per cent in
the nation according to their
American College Testing
Program scores. Thirty-two are
National Merit Scholarship
finalists, 29 are Merit commended
students, seven are National
Achievement commended
students, 70 have won Illinois
State Scholarships and 43 will be
either
valedictorians
or
salutatorians of their graduating
classes.

J

[c.Alumr,iul1arriages
Rita Lehmann, '68 to Rev. Ja ck
Livingston, Austin, Texas: Judith Leary
'68 to John Scoville, Chicago; Kay Kilian,
'67 to Daniel O'Brien, Bloomington: Anita
Jane Ogden, · '69 to David Walter
Arrowsmith, Bloomington: Elizabeth
Losch, '69 to Richard M. Roberson;
Techkla Lynn Olson, '69 to Peter
Gabrielson, Rockford: Shirley Pitz, '69 to
Ronald Brown, Bloomington: Diann
Twait, '69 to Frank Peterson, Blue Island:
Donna Weber, '67 to Greg Peine,
Bloomington.: Ann Austin, '70 to Sten
Hecathorn, '71, Earlville: Carmen
Couceyro, '70 to Victor Tripp, Plano,
Texas: Joyce Peplow, '70 to Michael J .
Dennison of Park Forest: Jane Elizabeth
McNatt, '70 to Charles Roads, Baltimore,
Maryland: Virginia Miller, '70 to Frank
Hammelman, Yorkville: Mary Quincy, '70
to Kevin Casey, '70, Normal: Margaret

Ann Stormer, '71 to Vassil Tabor, '71,
Normal: Judy Klein, '71 to Gary Gillespie
(stude nt), Normal: Donna Huff, '71, to
Roger Henkel, (student), Gridley: Pamela
Sue Deninger, '71 to David E. Mills
(student) Decatur: Connie Jo Brandt, '71
to Gary Huston (student), Chatsworth:
Diane Dickey, '72 to Max Pierson, 71'
Pontiac: Susan Gillard to William Kneller,
'72, Bloomington: Linda Meador '72 to
Arthur Lienhart, Brunswick, Ga.; Barbara Riddle '68 to Dennis Wilson, '71,
Wenona, Ill. : Roxy Zimmerman, '72, to
Cliffton Wilcox (student) Bloomington:
Barbara Kelley to Mike Miller, Woodside, ·
New York: Sandra Sickles to Wendell
Wray, Normal. Janice Lee Klokkenga and
James Campbell, '69, San Jose. Jeannie
Moser '71 to Alan L. Baker, Tacoma,
Washington. Terry Strotheide '71 to LeRoy
Block, Columbus, Ohio.

